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ANTHROPOLOG ICAL REPORT ON THE IDENTITY, TREATY STATUS

AND FISHERIES OF THE NISQUALLY TRIBE OF INDIANS

NISQUALLY IDENTITY

Throughout western Washington the problem of identifying
aboriginal and historic Indian groups with parties named in the
treaties 6f,1854-55 has been complicated by inconsistent use of
Ind:an names by different persons or even by the same person for
dif ferent purposes. The name Nisqually has the distinction of
having acquired by treaty times the widest range of referents of
any ‘native name in western Washington,

In the most limited and precise sense, Nisqually referred
to a village at the mouth of the river to which the early whiees
extended the village name, In a broader usage the whites used
the name Nisqually to refer to all of the Indians living 2long
the river and its tributary creeks, The name was extended some-
times to include 2ll the natives of the inlets of upper Puget
Sound, Im its widest extension the naneeNisqually was‘employeq
to connote all the Indians f:oa Hood Canai around Puget Sound
as far as Bellingham Bay, excepting the Chemakum, Clallam, and

Lummi .,



The reasons why the name Nisqually came to be so w;dely

and variously extended appear to relate to the establishment of

a Hudson Bay Company post in the vicinity of the Indian village
the name of which was 'anglicized to Nisqually, The post was es=-

bl:,shed in 1832 and was named N:.squally House after the neigh-
boring village, " The term was subsequently used by employees of
the Company amd visitors to the post to refer to geographic fea-
tures of the surrounding.area, as Nisqually Reach Nisqually Ri-
ver, and Nisqually Bottom. The term was likewise ve’mployed to
refer to local Indians, fhei: language. and by extension, to all
those Indiams who visited the area to trade and who spoke related
dialects and appeared culturally similar to the local people.

It is neither necessary nc;r possible to detail here the

- precise chrono.logy nor the variety of referents to which the
name Nisqually has been extended. For our purposes it is im-
portant to know thavt the name was coﬁmonly used to designate
the people of the Niséually River watershed and was also fre-
quently employed to include other peoples from the Puy.allup River
to the head of Puget Sound, In mani of the accounts dalting from
the 1830°'s _and 184Q's i’t is unclear exactly which people aré in-
cluded under the_rubtic Nisqually. Consequently, census figures

and other data purporting to relate to Nisqually Indians in these

. records should be used only with considerable caution,




For preeent purposes, we are concerned with understanding
the referents of the term Nisqually as employed by the men who
were responsible for negotieting the Treaty of Medicine Creek,
Of immediate concerm also is the knowledge of these Indiaqe on
fhe part of other interested parties in the area in fhe years
immediately prior to and subsequent to the negotiation of the
treaty. For tﬁese reasons, we rely primn:ily upon documents
dating from the 1850's, fi:st-hand recollections of that decadeb
which were recorded later, end subsequent etﬁnographic desceip=-
tions of the Nisqually and neighboring peoples.

The most critical source of information for our concerns
are‘the published reports and the unpublished correspondence,
bnotea, and journals of George Gibbs, the 1awyer-ethn610gist who
drafted the treaties for western Washington and who helped to
select and survey the orxginal N;squally reservation, Governor
Isaac I, Stevens relied on George szbs, Benjamzn E, Shaw, and
Michael T, Simmons for information and recommendatxons relative
to the Indians, Of the three men, only Gibbs recorded any ex=
tensive information regarding the native populetion prior to
the treaties, |

Careful study of his published and’unpublished repoﬁts
reveals that while Gibbs employed fhe‘te:n Nisqually in both
the most test:icted and the widest sense, along with several

binternedxaxe usages, and sometimes used the term variously in



a single report, his meaning at any specific point is always
clear,

Gibbs is the earliest source for the identification of the

‘name Nisqually with a single village.'.ln an unpublished manuscript

listing native geographic names, he noted with reference to the
Nisqually River

The name Squally or N's-qually, belongs
strictly to the Indian village at the
fish dam on it,

(Gibbs: NAA ms,#714)

The date of the unpublished manuscript cited above is 1853,

For the location of the village Gibbs referred to we are
indebted to another unpublished manuscript, this one by T.T.
Waterman, an anthropologist who also collected native names for
geographié locations in the Puget Sound area, Waterman conducted
his field'research in the years 1917-1920 and without having seen
Gibbs® unpublished material, Waterman recorded the following in=-
formation concerning the village

164, The old village-site at the mouth of
the Nisqually River, Y SquB’le, "late.”
The run of salmon was said to be later in
the Nisqually than in any other stream.

The people there would be engaged in taking
and curing salmon after they were gone from
the other rivers. The present Anglicized
name Nisqually represents this old term,

somewhat distorted. :
(Waterman: NAA ms.#1864:119)

It may be noted in passing that Marian Smith (1940:12) writing
with respect to the name Nisqually commented that "there seems to have

been no single village of that name.” Smith collected her information

!




in 1933;36. In view of the two earliei and independenf reports of
Gibbs and Hatermzh, I-am inclined to think that her information was
faulty in this instance, 'It should be noted that Smith was,ﬁnaware
of either the Cibbs or.Waterhan manuscripts,

Returning to Gibbs' use of the term Nisqually, wé have alluded
to the fact that hg employed the term at different places with differ-
ent referents, Although he nafed, as in the passage cited on the pre-
vious page, that the term strictly referred to a single village, Libbs
usually employed the name Nisqually to.iﬁclude six bands ofAIndians
living on the Nisqually River and its environs,

‘in an unpuolishec manuscript.which is clearly a partiai draft
‘of the te#ort which was later published under date of March 4, 1854

in the Pacific Railroad Reports, Gibbs undertook to identify and enﬁ-

merate or estimate the native population around Puget Sound. The

following are extracted from a longer tabulation

_Names of Tribes  Where located * Men Women Boys Girls Slaves Total
& Bands ) ‘ ’ '
Noo-seh-chatl  South Bay . est, 12°
Squalli-ah-mish Nisqually river 47 54 37 46 184
6 bands . & vicinity o ) _ .
Steilacoom=-a~ Steilacoom Creek : est, 25
mish & vicinity

The material cited above is extracted from (Gibbs: NAA ms;#2356) and A
differs from the published version in that the population figures are
given by age as well as by sex. The above cited material makes several

poidts clear, Firsf, Gibbs jincluded neither the South Bay (Henderson




Inlet) no; the Steilaéoom Indians in.his definitiép of Nisqually
Indians at this time, Second, the Nisqually figures areyﬁased on

an actual count in contrast to the South Bay and Steilacoom figures
which are libélied as estimates, Third, although the Nisqually
figures are based on-actuil count, thef'evidently did not include

all Nisqually. It is not clear from his subSequent writing whether
some members of fhe aforementioned six bands were not enumgrated,.

or whether additionai bands were later discovered to have been
omitted, but Gibbs and others later counted more Nisqually, Possibly’
both sources of discrepancy were involved,

At this time it does not seem possible to resolve the qugstion
with any certainty because'subseqUeﬂt to the Treaty of Medi;ine Creek
Gibbs aleo included the Steilacoon in his definition of Nisqﬁally. As
we have seen, prior to the treaty he listed them‘sepa:ately. They ére
named separately in the preamble to'the Treaty of Medicine Creek‘as
well, |

Although Gibbs mentions "6 bands” of Nisqually in several un-
pnblished manuscripts'and in the report which was published_in the

volumes of the Pacific Railroad Repoits, the only listing of Nisqually

bands which I have been-able to discover occurs in his unpublished
joﬁrnnl of Indian Notes dated 1854-1855, Since the journal is unpaged
and the notes do not appear to be entered consecutivély, the date of
the entry must remain uncertain. In this list theré are more than sif
entries and the Steilacoom are included which suggests the list dates

from 1855.




The following is excerpted from Gibbs®' notebook.

Nisqualiy bands

S'qually n, side below Packwood's
Segwallichew the mill stream :
Steilacoom winter Mouth of Cr,
Sukatowkh summer. Minson's
ext. Muck : Extinct
Yelm :
Tahnoot
, Mishahl a few only left :
Leshigh Kwod=kwooi, between Yelm & Squally, Gravelle's
: Klithlow, Dean's, a few
Spanoway, Labouchelier's, Extxnct
Quiemiehl  Squkekwus
Shodahdab, . Mc'Allister’s; 2 few Indians left.

Kl-ko-minn, Chamber’s pre.

Three ad&itibnal entries on the page appear to have been included as
place names in the Nisqually area, There is no indication that they
are meant to indicate band locations, |

The list of bands given above cannot be faken as a complete
listing qf Nisqually settlements, Gibbs elsewhare mentions at least
one other.village and additional living s1tes are mentioned by other
contemﬁorary observers, Nevertheless, the list is of cr1t1cal value
for several reasons,

First, it provides us with a clear idea of what beﬁs included
.in lu.s def;mtmn of Nisqually Indians circa 1855, The claims of the
various settlers mentioned in the lxst, Packwood, Minson, Gravelle,
'Deap, Labouchelier, McAllxster and Chambers can all be found on the

map titled Steilacoom and Vicinity (National Archives Record Lroup’

77, W 31-5) along with Gibbs own farm located back of Steilacoom.



All of the locations mentioned in the list lie between McAllister's
Creek in the southwest and Chambers’ Creek to the northeast. In
thié,note inclusive view of the Nisqually, Gibﬁs’clearly subsumed
the people of McAllister Creek, Sequa11tchu Creek, and Steilacoom
in addition to the villages on the N;squally River and 1ts t:xbu-
tary creeks,

Second, Qibbs' list appears to be the only extant record of
its kind dating from tﬁe time of Medicine Creek or immediatcly
.thereafte:. As such, it constitutes a unique and invaluable record
of Nisqually bands and their 1oqations as.of circa 1855,

Third, the list may be used to cross-check information col-
lected at later d#tes regarding living sites and fishing locations
of Nisqually Indians. In anticipation of ﬁaterials'discussed else-
where in th:s report, it may be noted that the bebs list serves to
" corroborate data collected many years later by Waterman and Swindell,

Returning to a consideration of Gibbs' varying refgrents for
the term Nisqually, we obsetvedlthaf his list of bands éontrasted
with the eatliet works cited in subsuming the Steilacoom people as
Nisqually, This usage contrasts also with his treatment of the

Steilacoom in Tribes of Western Washiggton and Northwestern Oregon

published posthumously in 1877, In that wori Gibbs treats the

-Steilacoom and the people 6f Séqualitchu Creek as distinct from
the Nisqually but suggests that they may all be grouped together
. in contrast to the people of the upp?r Sound inlets t6 the west

and in sontrast to the people of Vashon Island and the Puyallup




River to the north and east. The relevant passage follows.

2d. The bands occupying Puget Sound and the
inlets opening into it as far down as Point Pully,
These all speak the same dialect, the Niskwalli
proper, and were all included in treaties made at
Shenah-nam, or Medicine Creek, December, 1854, since
ratified by the Senate. They number collectively
893, A division might be made of these into three
subtribes, the first consisting of the S'Hotlemamish
of Case Inlet, Sahehwamish of Hamersly Inlet, Sawamish
of Totten Inlet, Skwai-aitl of Eld Inlet, Stehtsasamish
of Budd Inlet, and Nusehtsatl of South Bay or Henderson
Inlet; the second consisting of the Skwalliahmish or
Niskwalli, including the Segwallitsu, Steilakumahmish,
and other small bands; the third of the Puyallupahmish,
T'Kawkwamish, and S'Homamish of the Puyallup River and
Vashon Island, ' -

(Gibbs 1877:178)

The foregoing‘account, in which the Steilacoom and Sequalitchu
are mentioned separately from the Nisqu#lly but included with
them for purposes,of‘classification, appears to be an intermediate
step between Gibbs' separate listing of these groups and his sub-
suming them all together as ﬁisqually bands in the journal entry.

In the 1877 publication GCibbs also employs a very wide and
inclusive use of the term Nisqually to embrace almost all of the
Indians on Puget.Sound from the Skokomish on Hood Canal to the
Canadian bﬁrder on the east side of the Strait. ‘While this usage
obviously contrasts sharply with his employment of the tefn As
noted in the passage cited above, the,tﬁo are kept distinét ig
the work in que#tion. When Gibbs uses the wider referent, he

writes of the Niskwalli nation.

In summarcy, although Gibbs used the térm Nisqually tovrefer

to various groubs of Indians, it seems possible to ascertain his
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meaning ih any given instince, Briefly, although he recognized
that the name properlv referred to people of a sxngle downstream

village on the Nxsqually River, szbs normally used the term to
include all the people of the stquallv River drainage system,
At times he included also people of neighboring streams such as
McAllister Creek and the creeks near Steilacoom, When he wrote
of the Nisqually nation, Gibbs included most of the Indians of
‘western Washington. | |

At the time of the Treaty ovaedicine Creek his use of

the term Nisqﬁally clearly did not include the Steilacoom people
as they were mentioned separately in the preamble., He probably
did mean to subsume with Nisqually those people associated with
McAllister Creek (where the treaty was signed) for they were not

mentioned sepatately.

THE ROLE OF FISHING IN NISQUALLY CULTURE

The central role of fish and fishing in Nisqually culture
in the years just prior to aed sﬁbsequent to the Treaty of Medi-
cine Creek is attested to in a variety of ways by contemporary'
observers,

Like most of their neighbors in westzrn Washing ton, the
Nisqually held the salmon in special eeteeh and were concerned
to insure that the supply should never fail, To this end, a
complex of special rites and observances were performed. In the
anthropological literature, thie complex of traits is known'as

The First Salmoh Ceremony,
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_ Specific details of the ceremonial_cﬁmpléx varied from
one group to another but the basicvreasons'and format were con-
sistent for the Nigqually and most of the other Indians of fhg
coast, The first salmon ceremony was thé most important form
of animal éeremoniaiis- in the arég, a clear reflection of the
central importance of salmon in the native economy, .The pure-
pose of the ceremony was to welcome the fi?st salmon of the
_ season and to show respect to the salmon in order to ensure an
abundance pf the species in the local st:eams.  It was thoughf
that if the salmon were not treated properly, they would become
offended and cease to ;etutn to the stream where they had been
improperly attended.

The first salmon taken in a given run were usually handled
in a ritual manner. ‘They might be painted with red oéhfe, ﬁefe
tisually cut in an unusual manner, and generally had to be consumed
sv specific persons, after having been cooked in a prescribed way.
The bones were then returned to the stream so that other salmon
might follow,

| Among the Nisqually, salmon were_normally prepafed in a
vafigty of ways including boiling, In aboriginal times this was
accompli#héd by a method known as stome boiling. A water-tight

‘containef such as a rigid, tightly woven basket lined with pitch.
or a water-tight box made out of cedar was partly filled with

wdter and heated stones lifted from the fire with wooden tongs .
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were placed in the ;ontainer.in order to brihg the water to a boil,
Among the Nisqually, first-run salmon were not boiled. In his
joﬁrnal of Indian notes dated 1854-55, Gibbs includes the foliowing
entfy

The Nisqually Indians like the Chinook,
would not sell the first salmon to the whites
for fear they would boil them and the others
would not come, They associate the Rubus
Spectabilis with the fish in the same way as
‘the latter tribe, So the Sklallams took out
the heart before selling the fish for fear it
should be given to a dog or thrown in the water,

In addition to the prohibition on boiling the first salmon
Adf'the season, the Nisqually along with their neighbors restricted
other sorts of behavior which might offend the salmom. Curtis
(1913:955 mentions the suspension of certain types of games and
~sports during the salmon spawning season,

The very common hoop-and-pole game was
current in this region. The hoop, about
six inches in diameter, was rolled swiftly
toward. the contestants, who with their
spears stood waiting thirty or forty feet
away and endeavored to hurl their shafts

. -through it in such a manner that the spear

- would transfix the turf and hold the hoop.
Bows and arrows sometimes took the place of
spears, Shooting arrows at a mark was much
practised. But none of these contests were
held during the salmon spawning season, for
the invisible spirits of the salmon, passing
through the village on their way up strean,
might be struck by a missile and become an-

. gered, not to return that way again,

Smith (1940:101) mentions for the Puyallup-Nisqually that
the first salmon caught after the building of a large tripod fish

trap were eaten at a community feast and had to be cut in a parti-




13

cular mannerg.

In part, also, the feast may have been

ritualistic for the salmon were cut length-

wise, never cross-wise, or "they would get

jinsulted and not come any more",
Among other itehs, Smith notes that the salmon

were boiled entire, flesh, entrails, gills

and bones, and all had to be finished to

the last scrap.
The requirement that‘évery,bit of the first salmon be consumed is
a recurring feature of the. first salmon ceremony throughoué the
Northwest Coast cﬁlture area, The underlying concern appears to
be that no part of the salmon should be improperly disposed of,
as, for example, eaten by dogs. |

Smitﬁ;s information that the first salmon were boiled appears
to conflict with Gibb's comment that they should not be boiled. It
' is possible that the two comments refer to differené local cuéton,
to different species of salmonm, OI that custom changed in the seventy
‘odd year interval between the two reports, Whateier the exﬁlanation
of that particular point, ;ertiin conclusions can be Arawn.
It_is\clear that the Nisqually were concerned that the salmon

runs should continue in fheir streams, This concern was manifested
by the performance of certain ritual acts on thé part of the iocal
community to weléomévand honot the salmon{ 1t was also evidenced
by the nonperformance of ce:tain activities on the part of individuals
in order to avoid offense or injury to the salmon, The latter concern
extended to protecting the salmon from unwitting injury on the parf

of others as demonstrated by the refusal to sell first-run salmon to

- the whites,
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The t:gditional'importance'6f fish and fishing in aboriginal
Nisqually culture:is also reflected in the little information pre-.
served to ﬁs regarding the astronomical observations of these people,

In his unpublished journal of Indian notes. dated 1854-55;
Gibbs made some'notations iegafding the astronomical knowledge of
the Nisqually Indians, Gibbs noted the names of three constellations
recognizeﬁ by the Indians and, intefestihgly, all were identified
with fish and fishing.

The first constellation, for which Gibbs did not know a
European name, Was ;alled in the Nisqually language "edad" and
was said to represent a fish weir,

- Orion's belt was identified by the Nisqually as three
Indians catching small fish‘in schools., The sw&rd was said to
répresent the fish,

.Pleiades was described as 2 species of fish with large
heads and small tails. |

Blsewhgre in the same journal Gibbs reported that the
Nisqually attribute the northern lights to schools of thting
turning up the whites of their bellies,

The foregoing appear to contain tﬁe sum total of information
recorded by Giﬁbs on;Nisqually astroﬁ;mical lore, The facts speak
for themselves, Nisqually preoccupation with fish and fisheries was
projected in their pérception of steliar conf igurations and celestial

phenomena,
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Additional contemporaneous information on the role of
fishing in Nisqually culture at treaty times is available in
the fisheries reports of Dr. G. Suckley whose zoological in-
vestigations are part of the scientific record of the Pacific

Railroad Reports. Suckley's work is a pioneer effort to iden-

' ¢ify and classify fishes of the northwest, particularly the
Salmonidae,

His reports include 6bservations on Ihdian techniques
of taking, preparing, and curing of fish as wéll as Indian
StgfementS‘about salmon Fhatacteristics and migration patterns,
Suckley was based af Fort Steilacoom in;e:mittently between
1854 and 1856 and much of his data teléfe specifiéally to the
Indians living aroundeteilécoom and in the Nisqually water-
shed, Suckley employed the name Nisquélly to inclqde both A
these gréups.

Suckley tentatively identified siiteen species of salmon
and salmon-trout for thé Columbia River'and Puget Sound regions,
While he expected that further investigation would reduce the |
number of species, he thought that the native taxonémic systems
erred in the other direction, merging under a single category
whai must be distinct spe;ies.

It is instructive to note that the Nisqually salmon
nomgnclature as recorded by Suckley circa 1854 makes virtually

' the same species disfinctions as our present scientific classi-

3

. fication,
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The Nisquaili had separate names for the Chum or Dog
salmon (Tl'hwai),'Coho‘(Skowitz). Humpback (Huddo), and Chinook
'(Satsup). King or Tyee sélmon were recognizéd as Satsup, but
wére'called_To-walt, the'basis of distinc?ion being size. Sockeye’
were not preseﬁf in the Nisqually area,. Steelhead (Skwqwl) at
that time were regarded by both whites and Indians as a salmon
species,

Suckley's first hand observations on the numbers of steei-
head ﬁ;esent and Indian methods of taking them in the yéars ime
mediatély before and after the treatigs are of crucial interest,

 While residing at Puget Sound I collected
the following information from the Indians re-
specting the salmon known to the Nisquallies
as the skwowl, which I consider identical with
the Klutchin of the Clallums, a specimen of which
has served as the typical example of the present
species, This fine salmon is second to none in
beauty, size, or excellence. It arrives in the
bays and estuaries of Puget Sound about the mid-
dle of autumn, ahd. towards the first of December
commences to run up the larger rivers emptying
into the sound, Their ascent of these streams
continue through December and January. This ar-
rival of the species in fresh water is not as si-
multaneous, neither do they arrive in such great
numbers at any one time or in "schools,” as is
the case with the skourtz and several other species,
but the "run" being somewhat more "drawn out” af-
fords a steady moderate supply to the Indians dur-
ing its contimance., In the fall and winter large
numbers are taken by the Indians from the salt wa-
ter by trolling with hook and line in the bays and
coves of Puget Sound. The bait used is generally
a small kind of herring, a little larger than the
common sardine of commerce, After entering the
rivers it is taken by the Indians in nets, traps,
baskets, &c., and also by spearing.

g .




17

It s;ems clear from the foregoing that in the mid 1850's steelhead
were abundant despite the faét that large numbers were taken by
trolling in the Sound and that a variety of taking techn;ques were
‘ employed in the rivers, including nets,

Suckley does not include iﬁfo:mation-on the preparation and
preservation of steelhead by the Indians, but froﬁ ;ubséquent ethno-
graphic descriptions it is known that throughout the Puget Soun&
area steelhead were eaten fresh and were also.smoked for winter
stores, Smith (1940:238) $pecifica11y mentions this practice for
the Puyallup-Nisqually,

Smoked salmon was prepared from the dog

salmon and from the steelhead when it

could be caught in quantity,
It may.be agssumed that in the 1850's when steelhead were more abun-
dant, numbers of tﬁeﬁ were smoked in ordef to provide variety in
" the cured fish diet,

The smoking of Chum or ¢og salmon mentioned by Smith abové
was also remarked on in Suckley's report.

The spotted or lekai salmon enters the
rivers of Puget Sound in great numbers
every autumn, generally appearing be-
tween September 15 and October 10, They
come in vast numbers, and arrive so si-
multaneously as to seem to be in shoals,
...oThey enter, by preference, the smaller
streams,...Vast numbers are taken by the .
Indians with spears, gaff hooks, weirs, &c.,
and dried for winter use, .... '

Like several other species of salmon
they are very regular in the periodical ar-
rivals at the mouths of the rivers, In 1856
they arrived in the vicinity of Fort Steila-
coom on the 3d of October, and by the 7th
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were in such humbers that a boy, with
a pole armed with a gaff hook, could
readily take one or two hundred potnds
weight in an hour, .... ' :
Mr. Gibbs says of this species: "The

common dog-salmon is preferred by the
Indians for drying, because there is but
. 1ittle fat upon it. ...The Indians do
not dry them until they have been in
fresh water some time, and have lost
what little fat they had. They arrive
about October 1, and last until late in
the winter. The Indians split them very.

_thin, take out the back bore, and dry

- all parts. (Suckley 1860:341=2)

| Smith (1940:236f242)‘desc:ibes'in detail a variety of curing
rethods. Special mention was made of the fact that male dog salmon
heads were roasted and then smoked., Dog salmon eggs weré smdked in
a sac made by sewing two dog salmon skins together.

Ih considéring the role of fish and fishing in Nisqually culture,
if/should be noted that fish and fish products were used for a variety
bqf purposes in addition to serving as food, As just mentioned above,
dog salmon skins were sewn together to form a storage and cooking con-
tainer, ‘A few additionmal non-food uses of salmon may serve to illus=-
_trate the point. The inner skin of the dog salmon was used in pre-

paring a glue for joining wood surfaces (Smith 1940:277). Dog salmon

skin glue was used in the manufacture of sinew backed bows (Smith 1940:294).

Salmon eggs were used for shampoo (Smith 1940:199), Salmon egg 0il was

chewed to provide a basg for paint to be used on wooden objects (Smith

1940:276). A face mask_ﬁds made of dog salmon skiﬁ (Smith 1940:187).
Returning to Suckley's 1854-56 reports of Nisqually fishing,

we briefly note his obServations regarding the Pink or HHumpback salmon,
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The Indians say that this salmon is usu-
ally quite fat, and that as food they like it
very much, They state that it enters Puget
Sound and the rivers on alternate years, it
being very rare for even a single individual
to be caught in the intermediate season, The
"run" of the huddoh in its regular years is
large, coming in vast numbers, comparing fa-
vorably, in this respect, with the satsup,
skowitz, or Tl-hwhai, According to the na-
tives of our coast, the hunch-back never re-
turn to the sea after spawning, but die in
fresh water. : (Suckley 1860:339)

Because they were fat, the Humpback were not particularly suitable
for curing by Indian methods and consequently were eaten fresh,

In contrast, the leaner Coho constituted the main salmon harvest

of the Indians,

The skowitz is a very abundant species,
and affords, in fact, the principal salmon
harvest to the natives, who dry vast quan-
tities for winter consumption. “This species
commences to run up the fresh water streams
emptying into Puget Sound in September, and
continues arriving until near Christmas,
During the months of Januvary, February, and
March, they are found abundantly in small
shallow brooks and streams tributary to the
larger rivers,...During the month of April
they suddenly disappear, probably returning
by the spring floods to salt water, although
the Indians say that but few return to the
sea, ‘(Suckley 1860:336=7)

Although the Indians relied primarily on Coho and hum because
of their keeping qualities, the favored salmon species was Chinook.

The Puget Sound Indians take a salmon in
summer which is known to the Skadgetts as the
zoo-mitch, and to the bands speaking the Nig-
qually dialect as the satsup. This they con-
‘sider to be the best of all the kinds of sal-
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mon which they catch, It commences to run

up the fresh water streams about June 15,

and continues ascending until about the
middle or end of August. (Suckley 1860:332)

Chinook were likely the reason for the large flotilla of canoes
observed by Meeker off the mouth of the Nisqually in June 1853,

ve..It was here, and during this visit, we
began seeing Indians in considerable numbers.
Off the mouth of the Nisqually and several
places along the beach and floating on the
bay we saw several hundred in the aggregate-
of all ages and kind, There seemed to be a
perfect abandon as to care or thought for
the future, or even as to the immediate pre-
sent, literally floating with the tide, ’
(Meeker 1908:115) '

in addition to the material'already cited concerning Indian
salmon and steelhead fishéries, Suckley's reports contain information
regarding other fish and shellfish taken in Nisqually wﬁters and used
by tre Iﬁdians for food and bait,

The most important bait used by the Indians in their salt
water troll fisheries for Chinook and Coho was herring, Suckley
notes the Indian method of taking, often referred to as "raking."

The present species of herring is quite
common at Port Steilacoom, The Indians, at
certain seasons, take them by throwing or
scooping them out of the water with poles,
along the sides of which, for two or three
feet, nails have been driven in closely to-
gether and their ends left standing out in
rows resembling the teeth of a comb. These
fish average about six inches in length, and,
despite the immense number of bones, are of
excellent flavor, and may be considered an
agreeable table delicacy. The Indians eat
great numbers, but they principally make use
of them as bait when trolling for salmon.
The herring is tied to a hook of the proper
size, and gently trolled with a jerking mo-
tion., The natives, in this way, take many
splendid salmon, (Suckley 1860:364)




21

Before the introduction of iron nails, the teeth of the herring
rake were made of bone, The aboriginal hefring rake was descibed
repeatedly by eaily voyagers to the coast,‘pefhaps as Drucker supg-
gested, because its apparent simpliéity belied its efficiency,

According to Suckley, two sbecies pf trout were véry éommon
in the streams, brooks, and lakes of the Nisqually area, le was
uncertain as to whether one of these was anadromous. The trout
could be>taken with half-dried salmon ros, Among the fishing spots
.mentioned was McAllister's creek where Suckley also noted the pre-
cence of "silver salmon,” _(Suckley 1860:345-7).

Various species were speared by the Nisqually for food and
wefé taken in the.salt water. Aﬁong these Suckley mentioned
sculpin, cod, floundez, sole, and perch.

| The major Nisqually taking téchniques which can be documented
for the period 1854-56 are trolling, spearing, and raking in the salt
water énd in fresh water fishing thé‘usc of nets, traps, gaffs, weirs,
spea&s, and hook and line,

The importance of salmon to the Nisgually Indians is further
reported by Special Indian Agent Gosnell in an 1858 report- te his
superiors in the Indian Service. le wrote:

"There are likewise indications of a plentiful run of salmon
this season; this useful article has ever been their main
source of subsistence; the Indians catch them during the
early part of summer, and in the fall of the year cure them

by exposing them to dry in the sun; when perfectly dry they
are put up into bales, and stored away for winter use. With
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the fair prospects now before them of reaping

2 plentiful harvest and an abundance of fish,

I have strong hopes that the coming winter will

find them independent of the department for

subeistence,"” (Gosnell 1858:595)
FISHING LOCATIONS

Suckley's reports make it clear that fish abounded in the
vlakes. creeks, hrooks, streams, "tide prairies,” rviver aﬁd‘the
Sound .adjacent to Nisqually country, The Indians trolled for
salmon in the Sound, speared-them in the hay, and tork them with
nets, traps, and weirs as well =s ?y paifing in the rivers and
creeks,: It is not nossible to docurent andd ninpoint evary lecation
at which Indians tock fish in 1854, but it is probabla that they
tock them at all convenisnt and ‘enEible locations, For qis:ussion
of this point, please refer to the Antbropoleorical Reprorct on the
vTraditional Fisheries of the Muckleshoof Indians pages 1 through 4,
Upriver {fisheries were normplly used Ly the Trneclly resident

group,  Saltwater [icheries and fisieries at the mouth of the routh
‘of the Nisqually Aivef traditicnally were used by visitors ar -=211
ag the local resideonts, Visitors mipght use these fisheries hecause
they held claims to them 5y vi:fue of .kin tiss with the local p=ople
or they might be accorded guest nr{vileges b virtue of frizndship,
Tﬁe Nisqually intermarried with Steila;oom,'Pufallup and Duwamish to
the north and east ard with peorle from the varihué inlets allvaround
the .head of the Sdﬁn& to the west, People from any of these groﬁps
were likFly among tha "several hundred” Mesker ohservad ficbing at th;

mouth of the Nisqually in June 1253 (see quoted materi~l on rune 70),
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There are at least three separate notations of fish traps -
or fish dams on the Nisqually River in the unpublished works of

George Gibbs, We have already noted the first of these in which

he commented that the name Squally properly belonged to the village
at the fish dam, That village has been loc;ted near the mouth of
the river by Waterman,
In another place in that same unpublished manuscript Gibbs
(NAA ms,#714) 1listed another Nisqually village as follows:
Mit-suk-wie Viliage at Salmon Trap on Squally
In my opinion this is likely the same village that Smith (1940:13)
notes at the junction of Clear Creek and the Nisqually Rivei. Her
rendering of the native name is s&kwidbc, meaning people of s&kwi.
Smith was told that this was "pefhaps the largest™ Nisqually village
at the time of the treaty.
Gibbs also mentions a fish dam on the Nisqially river in an .

unpublished diary, under date of Jﬁne 23, 1854 |

Rode to Olympia to attend laying the

cornerstone of Masonic Lodge, Took

the upper trail across the Nisqually

river at the fish dam, '
It is unclear from the information presently at hand whe ther this
refers to a third weir or whether it refers to the village at Clear
Creek, |

’Smith nofes other Nisqually villages all of them located either

at the mouths of creeks, or at the junction of a creek with a river or
lake, These Qould all have been situated wifh regard‘to‘sqitability as
fishing sites and it is likely that weirs were constructed at most, if

not all these locations,
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Smith (1940:12-13) reports Nisqually villages at the following‘
locat1ons. at the present site of qtezlacoom, at Clover Creek mouth
of the stqually River, mouth of McA111ster Creek, 1unct10n of Dupont
Creek and the Sequalitcu River, Nisqually Lake at the mouth of sizeable
breek, junction of Mu;k-Creek and the ﬁisqually River, jﬁﬁction'of
.Ciear Creek and thé Nisqgally River, and on Mashell Creek, The last
noted vi;lage is well kﬁpwn ﬁs the home of‘Leschi, who figured promi-
nentlY‘in the Indian hosfilities’following fhe treaty negotiations,

 Additional informétion on,Nisquall} fishing sites was recorded
on the Nisqually Reservation in 1941 by Edward Swindell in an inter-
view witﬁ Alien Yellqut, a Nisqually tribil member who was at that
time about 69 ?earé old, Smith collected her info:mation among the
Nisqually in 1935-36,;but did not work with Yellout,

The two lists agree with respect to sites at McA111ster Creek,
Muck Creek, and Mashell Creek, Yellout associates Leschi with the
‘Muck Creek settlement. According to other historical sources, Leschi
lived at both 1oc€tions. Yelléut?s list cites additional lpcations
sbme of which are living sites with fish traps and others temporary
 fish camps, The entire body of his information is presented as an
appehqix to this report. The Yellout data include deécriptions of
gear used at the particular sites, |

Since treaty times the Nisqually'ha§e coﬁsistently claimed
the right to fish in the Nisqually River, Dr, W, F. Tolmie, who

was in charge of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company operation
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at Nisqually at the time of the Medicine Creek Treaty and who had
been resident at Nisqually for more than a decade at that time,

knew the local Indians intimately, In his unpublished History of

Pugét Sound and the Northwest Coast, Tolmie noted that at the time

of the treaty negotiations the Nisqually had sought to retain their
traditional fishing rights in the Nisqually River.

, As one instance of the inconsiderate way of
dealing with the Indians, it may be mentioned
‘that the Nisqually Indians, a small tribe, ac-
- customed to hunt over and consider as their own
the plains north and south of the Nisqually River,
approximating to an area of about 300,000 square
miles of prairie, woodland, and f resh-water-lake
swamp were directed in 1855 to betake themselves
to a timbered reservation of a few miles in ex-
tent where as they piteously declared both them-
selves & their horses must starve, They asked
for the right of salmon fishing on the Nisqually
River, and the ocpupancy as 2 reservation of a
few square miles of well-watered prairie land
immediately north of it but were at this time
(1854 or 55) were flatly refused, , (sic)
’ (Tolmie ms., P.39)

Tolmie;s comment about flat refuﬁal clearly refe;s only to the‘re-
quest for prairie land, The right of fishing at usual and accustomﬁd
places is,c;early stated in the Treaty, Our;interest‘in Tolmie's
statément ie two-fold, It documents an early and informed non-Indian
vieﬁ of Nisqualli territory as well as the Nisquallies own claim ofbr

fishing rights on the Nisqually River at the time of the Treaty.

TRBATY STATUS
Both the NiSqually.and Steilacoom are named in the preamble
to the Treaty of Medicine Creek, December 26, 1854, 10 Stat.., 1132.

Ratified Mar. 3, 1855, Proclaimed Apr. 10, 1855. None of the sig-
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natories to that tréaty‘is identified as to band, However, the

first.two names listed, that of Qui-ee-metl and Sno-ho-dumset

are elsewhere identified by Gibbs (1877:179) as having been désig-

nated as head chiefs of the Nisqually, Lesh-high, whose name is

listed third, was designated a sub-chief, Other names included

such as Slug-yeh can be identified as Nisqually from contemporaneous

records, Still other names such.as Yul-lout survive as surnames held

by modern members of the Nisqually community,
CONCLUSIONS
1, The Nisqualiy Indian Comminity of the Nisqually Reservation

is composed primarily of descendanfs]bf the Nisqually and other
neighboring Indians, including the Steilacoom, living near the
Nisqually River in 1854, |

The Nisqually.and Stei;acoom are mentioned_by name in the pre-
amble to the Treaty of Medicine Creek, December 26, 1854, None
of - the signatoriés to that treaty is identified on the document
as to tribe or‘band, but several of the men whosevnam;s appear
as signatories.can be identified as Nisqually through other his-
torical documents,

The indians who were assigned to the Nisqually Reservation, ine

cluding the Steilacoom, were thereafter knewn as Nisqually Indians

' and were dealt with by the United States as a separate and collective

entity,

The principal fisheries of tﬁe Nisqually indians includgd the
Nisquaily River and its tributaries, McAllister Creek and its
tributaries, éequalitcu Creek, Chambers Creek and the lakes be-

tween Steilacoom and McAllister Creek,
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Although some of the principal villages at the time of the
Treaty were located upriver at the junction of various cresks
with the Nisqually River, salt water fisheries were utilized
and were important,

Salmon'(including steelhead) was the most important sing;e
food of the Nisqually, Salmon products ware used in the manu-
facture of glue, painat, contziners, masks anrd otherwise played
an iategral role in the economic and ceremonial‘life of the
Nisqually,

Salmon continue to be impo;tant to the Nisqually as evidenced
by continued fishing activity.

‘At the time of the Treaty of Medicine Creek, salmon were tzken
in the Nisqﬁally River system by the'Indians using vafious taking
techniques including weirs, traps, and nets, |

The fisheries on the lower reaches of the Nisqually River were
undoubtedly used not only by the locally resident villagers, but
bv people frém other Nisqually villages and by members of other
groups, suéh as the peonle of the upper Sound inlets, the Steilacoom,
Puyallup, and scme Duw#mish.

Use of loﬁer Nisquallybfisheries by non-Nisqually was.with the
permission of the local people. and would have been accorded auto-
maticaily to people claiming descent fron'sdmeone who had cdme
ftom the local village or who had ﬁarried into it, Pe;ple with
more diétant kin ties to the local village or with none would be ‘
accorded fishing privileges on reguest if amicable relations ob-

tained,
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3/3/ee
Transcz-ip:b of testimony given by Allen Yellout at Nisqually
Recervation, Vashington, on Decemver 3, 1941,

. Is & member of the Nisqually Indien tribe and that he is
approxinetely 69 yesrs old,

VINDY CANYON

Says that there was an 0ld Indien village knovn as SPOOY-AILS
located on tho Fisqually River at a distance of about 300 yards,
or one-cuarter mile above the railroad bri dge. That this was the
villege of old Chicken (Joseph), and, as he remembers, there was
Just one house remaining,

That old Chickan did the fishing at this place and the other
Indiens would get fish from him, He, however, fished there when a
young men end he was then given to wnderstand that this place had
beea a Kisqually villa-e, :

The Indiens caught fish here vith spears end also had a trap
m2de of cedar boughs ir which there were openings to which nets were
attached, ' These nets were made out of twine consisting of rolled
cedar or villow bark, '

The trap stretched all across the river but the Indisns only
closed the openings of the nets vhen they needed fish, and at other
times they took the nets from the opening so that the fish could go -
upstream end spavn,

His father told him that the Indiens used to dry lots of fish
here. In the spring they would dry the Tyee salmon, then next
vwould come the silver side salmon, followed by dog selmon, and finally
the humpback and steelheead,

He heard thet in the old days there were about 600 Nisqually
Indiens, but that all did not live in one place. He does not know
how many lived in this perticulsr village,

He also said that in the ol@ days before he was born he under-
stood that the Indiens used to ecatch fish both above and below the
trap by using e net fastened to two canoses,

YELM CREEXK
Says that there was an Indien village located on both sides of
the oreek vhere it entered the Nisqually River; that the Indian name
for this place was LOP-SHET, '

Has seen Indians camp there and that they lived in cedar bark
houses,
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This vas the place where the Nisquelliens caught their dog
 salmon in the fsll of the year, or about the time this stetement
was beinz given (Lecember 3, 1941). -

The Indisns would remain at this plece sbout five or six weeks
or until the salmon they had caught vere dried. :

At this place the Indiens ceught fish with spescrs end also with
a trap made out of cedar boughs and shaped like a correl, This
shape was possible due to the fact that Yelm Creek was a smell creek.
They would leave the trap overnight and empty it each mornirg., Be-
fore teking the fish from the trap, they would hit them over the
“head with & club, '

This plece was used by all of the valley's band of Nisqually
Indiens. In the old days, the catch woulc be divided amongst them=
selves rather than for each jndividual to keep what he might be
able to cetch himself, - ‘ :

Hesg fished at this place himself, ' Yhen he fiched there, he
took fish with a gaff hook. '

The Indiens have not had e trap at this place for many yeers
or ever since the State prohibited them from using such appliances.

-He has not fished at this place since about 1925 although the
fish still run in Yelm Creek, ‘

VALKER PLACE

Seys that there was an Indian fishing place on the Nisqully

. called KEH=CULS-DUTS which in the vhite men's language meens "cenoe
pole" or a plece where the Indiens had to use poles.to g0 upstream
in their cenoes,

This plece was used by most a1l of the Nisquallisns end it
wase looated on the Nisquelly River about two miles above the county
road bridge of the rad between Yelm snd McKenna, -

: The Indiens stayed at this place about two months, which was
‘ about as long as the salmon run lasted. They did this each ysar.

MUCK CREEK

This creek used to be known as Douglas Creek. The Indien name
for this place wes YELL-FEAHLSE and had no special meening,

I+ was loocated about 8 miles sbove the mouth of the creek.
Some Indiens lived there all the time while others ceme during the
tine the fish would run.

This was the home of LESHI, the Nisqually chief who signed
the tresty with Governor Stevens.

R,
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The fishing place of many of the Nisquallies was located at
the mouth of the creek, At this plece they would construct & small
cem and at the bottom of it they would plece a basket into which
tho fish woulc fall when they tried to get over the dem and could
not mate.it, :

Hes bimself fished at this place but the Indians stopred using
it when the army took Camp Lowis over, about 1918, .

A11 elong Yuck Creek the Indians were accustomed to catching
fish with spears. They would also catch trout by buildhg traps with
sr2ll sticks and after the fish entered the trep they would club them.

MeALLISTER

The Indien neme for this place was SHE=-NAH-DA-DOY) (NOTE: This
is the creek at which the treety was signed; in English known as
ledicine Creek and referred to 4F the treaty under the Indien name
of SEE-HAH=AX)., : -

: The Indians fished all along this creek using spéa.rs and gaff
hooks, It was used by most of the Nisqually Indiens,

The dog salmon used to.ride early in the year and the Indiems
vould set up camps in vhich to live end dry the fish they caught,

From these camps they would go out into the bey to catch flownders
end dig elams, ’ :

- . This was the principal place of the Kisqually down to high tide.
Flounder were caught at the mouth of the creek by stepping on them

. end then spearipg them with a small stick., The clams were dug all
along the west side of the creek wherever it appesred they could be

found the easiest, . '

At this plece the Indians would also go over to Anderson Islend
to dig clems and they would stay over there for several weeks,

BENNETT FLACE

This was the place on the Nisqually River where the Indiens
used to build a big trap but it was not used until after the sign-
ing of the trenty. It was located just above the new highway bridge
or about 1 mile below the old Indian fishing place at ¥iindy Cenyon
(sPooY-AILS), ' ~

MICHH. CR MOSEEL RIVER

The Indian neme for this place was Michel and it had no par=
ticular meaning, The plece was located near Eatonville, Fashington,

3
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Here the Indians ceught £igh with sperrs and gaff hooks but
have not done so for many yeer s, probably because the land was
taken up by vhite people who would not let . them camp there as
their sncestors had been accustome d to doing.

OEOP

The Indien neme for this place was ¥0P-CUOF, This was the
neme of both a creek and a leake,

He has heard that scme Indiens still fish there but he does
not know for certein as he has not been up there to see for himself.
He does know, however, that they used to fish there because he was
told so and they cesught the fish with speers and gaff hooks.

MURRAY CREEK

The Indian name for thi s plece was TSE-ALUM.

It was located about 200yards above the Northem Pacific reil-
road bridge near Yelm end lcKemma. .

 He has never fished there but hes seen other Indians fishing
at this plece. ' . :

His father and the other old people s&y that had always been
a fishing place of the Nisqually Indians,

Seys he understands this was only what might be called an over=
night stopping place. He does not believe the Indians smoked any
fish there, They merely cauzht fish for jmmediete consumption while
on their wey from their permarent villages up tovercs the mountains
to the root end berry growmds. '

At this place the Indiems caught the fish with _sPearS end gaff
hooks. ’ : v ‘ '

§NOI‘E: Peter Kalema end Frank Mounts will confirm; also George
Bobb, . L
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