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ANTHROPOLOGICAL REPORT ON THE IDENTITY, TREATY ‘STATUS

AND FISHERIES OF THE QUILEUTE AND?HOH INDIANS

IDENTITY

The Quileute and Hoh are included together in this report because
linguistically, culturally, and historically they appear to be one
people. In 1855 they lived along the Quileute Rive£ and the rivers and
creeks which are tributarj to it and along the Hoh River and its.tribu-A
tary éreeks. The.area drained by these river systems lies south of Cépe
Flattery and north of Gray'é Harbor on the Pacific coast of Waphington.

Today the descendants of,thoéeAgrohps live on the Quileute
Reservation at the mouth of the Quiléute.River and on the Hoh Reser-
vation at the mouth of the Hoh River. The identification of Hoh and
Quileute as tﬁo'separate tribes i# a relatively recent artifact of
governﬁent administration. In historic Limes, at least, the Hoh have
been a geographic subdivision of the Quileute.

The Quileute (1nc1ud1ng‘£he Hoh) speak a language which is
uniquely iheirs and which is distinct from any language spoken elsewhere.

According to an account by Arthur Howeattle (Frachtenberg MS. Ql. 2:9),
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the Hoh originally were Quinault spéakers who intermarried with Quiléute
and in this way adopted the Quiléuteklaﬁguage and culture. Whatever the
validity of that tradition, the Hoh have been 1ingﬁiatica11y and cultur-
ally duiledte in higtoric times. | | .

‘Quileute is the only sur?iving_lahguage of the Chemakuan lin-
guistic stock. Ir 1855 there were a few speakers of a sister language,
Chemakum, in the Port Townsend area of Puget Sound. Qﬁileute is mufually
unintelligible with languages spok;nfby‘neighboring people to thg north,
south and east. |

The Makah, northernvheighbors’of the Quileute on'the coast, speak
a language of a cqmpletely different stogk ;- Wakashan. The only other
Wakashan languages -~ Nootka and Nitinat -- are spoken on the west coast
of Vancouver Island.

The Quinault, southern neighbors to'thé_Qﬁileute Along the coast,v
speak a language which belongs to yet a third linguistic stock -- Coast
Salish.

Northeast of the (uileute are the Clallam on the Strait of Juan
de Fuca. Due east from the Quileute across the Olympic range on Hood
Canal are the Twana. Both the Clallam andvthe Twana, like the Quinault,
speak Coast Salish languages. |

The order of difference between the QQinau}t and Clallam languages
is'lessvthgn-that between Quinault and Quileute. Qninaul; and Clall#m,

while mutually uninieiligible, are closer to one another because they
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belong to the same stock. 'Similarly, while speakers of Twana cannot
understand Quinault (unless they are bilingugl), tﬁose two languagés'
have more in common than either has with Quileute.
In sum; the Quileute and Hoh speak a language which is peculiar
ﬁé themselves and.distinct from those sppkep By any'of their neighbors.
Culturally, all of these people are part of the Northwest Coast

culture area which extends from southeastern Alaska to northwéstern

S

‘California aud in Loshington oxtends east to the Cascade Mountains.

People of this larger area difféfeq siggificantly in languages, physical
type, and cultures, but shared_certain basic features of their eultureg.
.NEarly everywhere throughout the Northwest Coast culture area,
salmon was.the.ataple food and the mainstay of the economy. MHuge sur-.
pldaés were preserved by a variety of techniques and were used for

winter atorea, as articles of trade, and in ceremonial and economic

‘cycles of exchange. In most Northwest Coast cultures high social- status

was dependent on the ability to amass and distribute wealth. Industrious-

ness and liberality were highly valued personal characteriat1rs.
Throughout the Northwest Coast culture area winter v1llage con-

sisted of large rectangular multifamily dwellings of split cedar planks

in the ﬁorth arid redwood in the south. Woodworking was more highly

developed in this part of native North'Ameriga than almost anywhere else

notrth of Mexico. Other aspects of mative techﬁology end the arts wefe

also highly developed.
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vTﬁe Quileute shared ihe basic features of Northwest Coast cultute.
"with their neighbors, but a130‘differéd from them in important reséects.
The order of difference was sufficient. ro délimit‘a distinctive Quileﬁte
culture. A feﬁ contrasts with their_neighbors.will serve to i11ustrate
the point.

As between the Makah aﬁd the Quileutg»there.were striking dif-
fétences‘in basic economy. The Maksh owned extensive halibut grounds,
while the Quileute relied priﬁarily én aaimon and steelhead taken in their
long and exﬁensivé'river systems. The Makah streams were comparatively
'short in lengtﬁ and much of their Country was difficult of access. The
(uileute were able to take canoes far up intb'the~foothi118 country by
following tﬁe tivef systems. They did so nﬁt only to take salmon and
steelhead andAotheé fish, but alao'to'hunﬁ elk and other lafge land game
in the foothills. The Makah engaged in've;y little land hunting.

Among the Quileute, as with the Makah, whale hunting was a highly
honored and specialized occupaiion. The Quinault, by contrast, engaged
in very little whale hunting. Another contrast between the Qﬁinault and
Quiléute reiated tO»atchitécthé. Both built long rectangular houses of
aplit cedqf planks, but those of the Quinault were gable-roofed while the
Quileute Luilt the shed-roofed type.

Contrasts could bé cited in almost every aspect of culture. In
some respects the Quileute shared traits with their Makah neighbors and

differed from the Quinault; In other matters they were like the Quinault




and different from the Maksh. All three of the coastal groups were alike.
in certain features relating to their ocean habitat and in these respects
contrasted with the peoples acrgss the Olympic range in Hood Canal, the
Straits, and Puget Sound.

The Quileute have always regarded themselves as a separate and
distinct group and have been so regarded by their neighbors. Historically,
they.have always been named geparately in documents listing the native
peoples of the coast.

The existence of the village at the mouth of the Hoh River #s
well as settlements on the upper reaches of the Hoh Are documented in -

. the narrative of a Russian who was 6né of seventeen Survivors of a ship-
wreck in 1808. His account (Tarakanov 1853), not only provides early
dorumentatton of Hoh gettlements and fisheries, but it makes clear that
the people of rhe Quileute and Hoh rivers were in intimate contact and
were able to achieve close cooperation at that date.

The Russian btig, St. Nicholas, was wrecked in a stomm oEflthe
" mouth of the Quileute River in November, 1808. The survivors, competing

i thh the local natives in salvaging items from the wreck, shot and rlled
three of the Quileute Indiana. The Russians then fled gouth on foot,
attempting to rea;h Gray's Harbor where they Hoped to be picked up the
following yeéf by a sister ship. They were followed by the Quileute

who‘were‘armed only with spears and. stones aﬁd who consequently did not

approach the fussians too closely.



Whén‘the Russians arrived at thé north bank.of the Hoh River,
théy'negotiated.with the villagers at the mauth of the Hoh for tranéport'
across the river. A number of the party were taken aboard two small
canoes, When they wefe midstream, the.Hoh removed cedar plugs in the
bottoms of the cances and swam for shore. Some'of the Russian party
were taken captive while others fled on foot upstream and spent the winter
on the upper Hoh.. Later, the survivors learned that more than fifty of.
the peopleAwho initially met them at the Hoh village were (Quileute who
had preceded them down the coast anﬂv prearranged the s;rategem with the
Hoh. Indians from Point Grenville-were also reportedly present.v If

this were so, those Indians would have been Quinault.

TREATY STATUS

After the Makah treaty had been concluded at Neah Bay, Governor
Stevens attempted to negotiaﬁe a treaty with all the Indians south of
the Makah along the coast to Gray's Harbor. Representatives of the
Qu1rau1t Upper Chehal:s, Lower Chehalis, Lower Chinook and Cowlitz met
with Lhe Stevens party in February, 1855, a few miles north of Gray's
Harbor.

It was only the; th#t the treaty commission became awate that
there were people living south of the Makah and north oi chg Quinauit
who spoke a different 1anguage (Quileute), and who‘héd not bgen invited

' to the council. Aiter this discovery Stevens did not attempt to summon
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Quileute reptesentﬁtives to the Lreaty ground, bu£ attempted to conclude
a treaty with the groups already present. He was unable to sécuie agree-
ment to its terms. Only the Quinault were willing to sign as the reser-
vation was to be in their territory.

Stevens proceeded east of the mountains to negotiate other

X [

treaties and instructed Michael I« Simmons to explore the country be-
tween Lhat of the Makah and tﬁe Quinaﬁlt in order to ascertain the numbers

ofvahe intervening people.

During the course of his exploring trip, Simmons met with the

| Quileute and QuinaullL on their home grounds and on July 1, 1855, concluded

a treaty with them. Neither Gibbs, the secretary of the treaty commission,
nor Stevens was present at the negotiation of the document. The form of
the treaty reflects the absence of these men. Whereas care had been taken

in the preambles of the preceding treaties to name individual bands,

-Simmons failed to include any names beyond those of the Quinault and

Quileutea ‘Similarly, after the initial treaty at Medicine Creek; care
was taken to identify tfiballo;_bénd affili#tion of Indian signatories.
Of 31 Indian signatories, Simmons identified-p;ly five in this manﬁ".
The treaty was later signed at Olympia by'Governor Stevens and is some-
times known as th; "Treaty Qf Olympia".
The preamble to the treaty reads as follows:
. Articles of'agreement and'COnvent;nn made And con-

cluded by and between Isaac 1. Stevens, governor
and superintendent of Tndian affairs of the Territory



of Washington, on the part of the United States,

" and the undersigned chiefs, headmen, and delegates
_of the different tribes and bands of the Qui-nai-elt
and Quil-leh-ute Indians, on the part of said tribes
and bands, and duly authorized thereto by them.

Although he failed to list them individuaily by name, we know
from correspondence sent by Simmons (National Archives Microcbpy 234
Roll 907), the Hoh were included in the tteéty as one of the "different
tribes and bands" mentioned but not specifically named in the preamble.

In a report to Stevens dated December 30, 1855, he said

~July 1st Made a treaty with the Kwillehyute and
Kwinaiatl tribes and Huh- and Qui-elts band of
the latter. Commissioned How-Yak's head chief
of the Quill-ly Tatn & Kal-laps and Tah-ah-hah-
white-subchiefs, Also Kler-nay s hum Subchief
of the Qui-nete-ls, proceedings. of Treaty you
will please find attached to my report.

Despite Simmons' obvious difficulties with native names, the inclusion
of the Hoh as a party to the treaty is unambiguous.

What is less clear is his listing of the Hoh as a band of the
Quinault. His assignment of the Hoh to the Quinault rather than the
Guileute may be an inadvertence. Alternanively; it may reflect an
earlier condition if the Hoh were indeed Quinault who were in proceéss
. of becoming Quileutized as suggested in the account by Arthur Howeattle
noted in the'previous section. While this may be an interesting problem
for eLhnologists, it ip no way affects the treaty status of the Hoh.

whether they were a band of the. Qulleute or a band of the Quinault,

Simmons clearly reports that he made a treaty with the Hoh band among




others,

. The identity and the treaty status of the Quileute and Hoh have
been exhaustively researched and documented by anthropeologists (Indian
Claims Commission, Docket No. 155). No attempt has been made here to
duplicate the voluminous files'available in that docket. I have reviewed
most of the anthropelogical testimony, argumeﬁt,‘and documentation pro—
vided there and I am in essential agreement with the Eindinga of the

commission based on those historical and anthropological materials.

THE ROLE OF FISHING IN QUILEUTE CULTURE

The earliest documentation concerning river fisheries in the
territory of the Quileute and‘ﬂoh would appear to be contained in the
Russian narrative referred to in the first section of this repert. Be-
cause of its early date and since it epparently has not been used by
anthropologists before, I am presenting herewith a summary of the data on
flsheriea contained in the account.

On their trek between the Quileute and Hoh rivers, the Rnssians
caﬁe to a watercourse which they travelled upstream some distance h: -ing -
to find a boat. They came upon a iarge building with atlot of dried
coho (identified as kisuch in the,narrative). Nearby was a fire and in
the stream opposite a fish weir. The locatlon of the weir cannot be
ascertained from the account, but it may have been on one of the creeks

draining into the ocean between the Quileute and Hoh rivers. The Russians
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took 25 dried fish and left some metal buttoné and glass beads in ex-
cﬁange (Tarakanov 1853:413). The next‘déy'théy were met by some Hoh
Indians who provided them with more dried fish.

After the debacle at the mouth of the Hoh River in which severgl
members of thevparty were taken prisoner, and one man was faﬁally wounded,
the others fled up tﬁé Hoh river aﬁd passed'the.winter‘there. They WQnE
far uﬁatream'tryigg to find a lake at the source or a convenient spot
for catching fish. Bad weather made for slow tfaveiling but' natives
passing by in canoes wefe.williné to sell them fish for glass bheads.
.Tarakanov estimates that aftér several days travel upstream they had
probably notvprogressed more than 20 ve;ais iﬁ‘a stfaight line. Since
1 verst = 3,500 feet, his estimate would put.thé Rﬁssiéns roughly 13.2
miles ﬁpstfeam‘as the crow fiies.' At this point they found two houses,‘
but the natives refused to sell them fish, explaining that high water
had covered their fish traps allowing the fish to'eaeape. The Russians
demanded and took all their fish, including two sealskin bags of fish
toe, by forée of arms. These were paid for with glasa'beads and métal
_buttons. It Qas more than the Russians could carry and they hired two-
people to help carry the food about 2 versts farther upstream where they
camped. Ihe-ne*t morning passing Indians>offgred a bladder of whale fag
for sale. '

The Russians walked upstream for se&eral more days, saw native

canoes, and concluded there must be a settlement farther up. They were
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stopped from proceeding further by snow and made their winter camp. By
taking passing Indians as hostages and holding them for ransom, the '
Russians got at one time 400 galmon and 10 bladde;s of fish roe. Thirty
canéeslwith about 70 pepple of both séxeshleft their settlements férther
upstream, leaving the upper part of the river to the Russians that winter.
frpm tﬁét point on, the Russians lived well on the'storgd winter salmon
they found in the houses farther upstream. When the Russians left their
winter camp on February 8, 1809, they abandoned "é by no means small
amount of fish." |

It.ié difficult to be sure just‘how far up the river the Russians
were campéd and just how far above them the Hoh were situated. Despite
this, the narrative gives some clues as to the kinds and amount; ok food
availahlg and the numbers of people at tﬁé upriver fishing stations in
the winter of 1808-1609.

An early account of Indian fisheries on the Quileute river not

previously cited in anthropological studies, is that of James Swan, which

originally appeared in two articles in the Washington Standard, October 5,

1861, and October 12, 1861. Swan made an exploratary'tfip up the river,
August 1, 1861, in company’with Howelatl, head chief of the Quilleutes, -
and Wackamus, a chief of the Quinaults, in order to visit Cammass ?r;irie.
His description of the river follows: .

| The Quillehuyt river is a fine little stfeam,

varying from fifty to two hundred yards in width,
and with a depth of eight to twelve feet of water.
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It does not flow directly into the ocean, but
takes a sudden turn to the south and flows
behind the beach, which here forms an embank-
ment, or natural levee, and finally empties
itself into a little bay, behind a group of
‘rocky islets. The water is remarkably pure,
and at the low tide.is fresh almost to its
mouth. There are neither mud nor weeds in it,
but its current flows over a pebbly bottom,
‘which is distinctly seen sparkling through the
transparent waters. About a mile up from the
bend of the river, (which looks from the ocean
as if it was the real entrance) we came to
- rapids extending some 300 feet, at the head of
which is a lodge and a strong weir for taking
salmon. At the foot of the rapids the two ‘
chiefs went ashore to walk, while I with the two
remaining Indians with difficulty forced the
boat up the rapids to the weir, where one of
these chaps very quietly made an opening large
enough for our boat to pass through, a proceeding
which had a white man done, would have very justly
excited the indignation of the owners, one of
whom, the occupant of the lodge, did begin to
remonstrate, but a word from old Howelatl quieted
him. The chiefs again got into the boat and we
~ proceeded up stream three-fourths of a mile,
vhen we stopped at the mouth of a little brook
and all went ashore to walk as the current here
was two strong for us to row the boat any
further although canoes go miles beyond. The
Indians requested me to drink some of the water
of this brook, which I did and found it remark-
ably cool and refreshing, and totally unlike the
river water, which is also very pure. After
securing the boat, we started off on foot,
walking. along the river bank for a quarter of a
mile, when we came to another fish weir and an
Indian lodge.

Swan made further comments about Quileute fisheries on his return down-
stream:.

There are no trout in the river, but tle same
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variety of salmon are taken as run up the
Que-nai-ult, spring and fall,--short, thick
and very fat. The Indians were expecting a
run to commence in a couple of weeks. Besides
salmon there is, at the mouth of the river,
the greatest abundance of smelts 1 have ever
seen, and plenty of tom cod, just like those
taken in Boston harbor. These tom cod which we
caught are the first of that variety of fish
1 have yet seen on the Pacific. They were very
good fried and reminded me strongly of many a
fishing frolic I have had in Boston harbor,
when tom cod constituted the sole bill of fare.
The Indians split and dry the smelts just as
. they do herring, I notice this also as being
the first time I have seen Indians make a bnsi-
ness of drying smelts for food, and it is
significant of the immense quantity of fish in
that vicinity. The Indians take them by means
of large hand-nets; . . . .

The Quileute reliance on fish as a food staple is reflected in
‘their calendar. The native names for months were largely concerned with

the yearly round of food-getting activities. Frachtenberg (MS. Ql. 3:34),

around 1915 or 1916, recorded the native names for the months, giving
their meanings and the approximate correspondence to our 12 month calen-
dar. The list is reproduced here, deleting the native names.

1. "beginning of the spawning of the steelhead salmon" approxi-
mately‘Jgnﬁary. (32 days). ‘

- 2. ""regular or strong spawning time of salmon" About February.
Steelheads were caught in that month. (32 days)

3. "the time for getting cow-cabbages' About March (32).°

4. "the time for getting salmon-berry sprouts" april. (32)

5; "time for getting salmon Berries" May (32 days) |

6. "time for getting elder berries" June. (32 days)

7. "time for getting salal berries" July
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8. "no berries (month)." August '

9. "time for black (chinook) salmon" September.
10. "time for silver salmon" October.

11. "bad weather month" November.

12. "Time for frosty weather’, ' December.

Salmon was eaten fresh or dried or stone boiled. Stome boiling
wasbaccamplished by dropping hot stones into water contained in a wooden
 pot. ‘Stéelhead eggs were eaten raw, but all other salmon eggs were either
Boiléd‘or baked. As well, steelhead eggs‘?ere'sometimes dried, but never
sméked.

| Frachtenberg (MS. Gl. 3:57) records an account of Quileute fisﬁing
giveﬁ September 1, 1916, by Arthur Howeattle.

Quiliutes used to fish in rivers, lakes and
ocean. In the river they caught salmon, trout,
flounder, suckers; in the lakes they caught
xaca"a * (like a sucker, but broad mouth)
10° oti'o: (like xaca“a % but larger); in the
ocean they fished for smelt, bass, puggy, cod-

. fish (rock, red, ling-cod), halibut, flatfish,
bullheads, devil-fish, shark, herring, sardines,
sturgeon, seal, sea~lion, porpoise, and whale.

Fishing grounds in river were the property
of individual families; those in lakes and ocean
common property. . . : )

Most of the fishing was done in the river and
the best seasons were spring (March, April and
May) and fall (August, September and October).
Fishing in the summermonths was done by means of
fish-traps . . . . In those months spring salmon
and blue-back were caught mostly -and are con-
sidered to be the best fish. _

As soon as the fishing season began, each
family left the island for its fishing grounds,
staying tiere until the season was over. All
fish was dried right there.
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Fish were caught with dragnels, scoopnets
and fish-trap, fishbaskets, dipnets, spears,
hooks, and lines.

On the following page will be found four sketches of Quileute

‘ fishing gear made By Luke Hobucket, a Quileute Indiaﬂ. The date of the
drawing is uncertain. The drawings were aéparently collected by Albert
B. Reagan, and the following notes are probably>hia.

Fig. 1 is a stake trap across a stream. At inter-
vals there are open spaces. In these dip nets are
suspended in trap arrangement. To these nets a

pole is attached and suspended from a bone like an
old fashioned well sweep was attached to the dip-
ping bucket. A triger (sic) was placed in the net
from which a string passed to the hand of the Indian
watching the basket. The setting of the triger told
the one on guard that there was a fish in the net.
By meanse of the pole the net was immediately hoisted. (sic)
Such a stake trap is now owned by Albert Howeattle
Above the forks of the Quillayute River. :
Fig. 2 is a triangular fish trap. These nets often
catch a canoe load of fish a time.

Fig. 3 is a sloping dam across a river. Aleong which
dip or bag nets are suspended on the downstream side
into which the fish jump in their attempts to get
over the dam.

Fig. 4 is a-dip net.

There appear to be no important differences in descriptions of fishirg
. gear used on the Quileute and Hoh river systems. According to it 1rd
.Daugherﬁyl(MS. 3:69), the Hoh Indians éometimes constructed artificial
‘falls in smaller streams bi placing hemlock logs across the watercourse.
During periods of high water they would catch salmon below the falls
with special falls nets. |

As evidenced in the foregoing accounts, the native fishermen
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~of the Quileute and Hoh river systems h#d:Aevised taking techniques
adaptable for a variety of watef and weather conditions. In addition,
certain riﬁual precautions were taken to assure continued salmon runs.
James Swan (1881:45), discussing the Quileute surf-smelt fishery, says
of these fish that the Indiaps

. « . allowed me to purchase as many as 1
wished to take away. But of salmon they
would neither give or sell. The fall run
of the Salmo canis and Salmo proteus had
just commenced to come, and while they
give us all we could eat of their own
cooking, in their own houses, they refused
to sell or give a single fish to be taken
away. They fully believed that if we
took any salmon into our canoe, all the
salmon would desert the Quillehute River
and follow us to Neeah Bay, and if we had
cut the smelts or salmon with a knife, they
all would immediately disappear in the ocean
and never return.

1 was unable to procure even a specimen
of the salmon.

Daﬁgherty (MS. 2:9) mentions a first‘éalmon ceremony among the
Hoh. He (MS. 3:83) notes that thg first salmon taken had to be cut with
_a mwesel shell knife, and the saimon had to be roaatéd. Everyone present
had to eat the first salmon taken. Dgugherty (MS. 4:11) mentions a steel~

“head dance, which is apparently unreported for thé Quileute.

USUAL AND ACCUSTOMED FISHING SITES
| Some usual and accustomed fishing sites have been mentioned in

the‘historical data presented earlier in this report. A full discussion
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.’of such sites is not included herew1th bécause that xnformation has
been provxded in detall in Indian Cla1ms Commission Docket #155. Fishing
sites on the Quileute and Hoh river systems have been plotted on maps
and described in accompanying tables entered as Plaintiff's Exhibit 72-
4. Additi;nal;informatibn on traditional fishing sites is provided iﬂ
Appendix I of iﬁis report, which cdﬁtains the depositions of Sextas Ward
and Beﬁjémin-ﬂarrisqn Sailto, takeﬂ ai La Push, Quileute Reservation,

October 15, 1941.

CONCLUSIONS.

1. The present-day Quileute and Hoh Indian tribes are composed
primarily of descendants of people who lived on the Quileute river

~ system and the Hoh rivéf system.

2. ‘ The people who lived in those areas in 1855 were included iﬁ the
Treaty of Olympia; July 1, 1855. |

3. - The principal fisheries'of these people included the Hoh River
from its mouth to the uppermbst reaches, as wéll as the numerous tribu-
ﬁary creeks; the Quileute River andAﬁhe'rivers tributary to it, Dickey
River, Bbgachiel River, é#lawah River, and~numeroﬁs otﬁer tributary
streams and creeks. Additional fisheriés were located in the lakes of
the area, guchAas Lake Ozette and Lake Dickey, Pleasant Lake and others.

Further, important fisheries existed in the tidewaters and adjacent

saltwater.
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Transcript of testimony given by Benjamin Harrison Sailto taken
. at La Push, Quileute Reservation, Washington, om October 15,
1941, '

He is a member of the Quileute Indiam tribe and is about
88 years old, Was borm at lLa Push Indian village and says that
a lot of people lived there but he camnot say how many, He under-
stands that a long time before he was born there were many more
‘people living there than at present, and he was told that they
were killed by the big plague which swept through the country
shortly after the white men arrived, _

Says that La Push was the principal village of the Quileute
although a lot of them lived along the various rivers. Says that
the Indians .caught fish here a part of the time by using nets at-~
tached to two camoes which were floated downstream in the river,
They also used spears and hooks something like the gaff hooks that
they now use., The smalt were caught in the ocean along the beach
" ip fromt of the village of La Push but some were also caught north
of the river on the ocean and also south of the ocean down as far
as the country of the ROH Indiams.

When they were fiahing avay from the permanent villages they
erected temporary houses in which they dried the fish and clams
that they found at various spots alomg the‘beaches; ‘

There were a number of Quileute ﬁillages.alpng the three rivers
(Bogachiel, Calawal, and the Sol Duck) which form the Quileute,

. Said that some of the villages had three large houses with
several families living in each ome.

- Says that he used to live with his grandfather about 1=1/2
mile above the La Push village which was off the present reser-
vation, . '

At these different villages, the Indians caught fish in the
same maoner as they did om the Dickey and Sold Duck Rivers,

The villages were located where the conditions of the river
vere best for catching fish and, consequently, each fillage obtained
its principal supply from a trap located nearby. The traps were
built in shallow water although not necessarily at the mouths of
‘the small streams. .

Most of the villages were permament but 2t certain times of
the year, when the weather was good, the Indians would visit the
Indisns living at the lower villages. When they vent dowm to
these other places, they would trade the things they had for
what the people at those places had to offer them, In this way
. thay obtained a supply of whale oil which the people who lived
 up the river could not get. :
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When I was a boy, théere were no white men here. If there had
been I would be able to talk English now.

" pPirst sav white man when I was about 25 years old, which vas
before I was married. I cannot recall his mame but he located a
homestead claim on the Quileute prairie but he did not stay long.

After the vhite people settled the country, the Indians used
to trade them fish for potatoes but they would mot give them floux.
Whén I was still a young man and after the vhite people had come,

. I was hired by a white family to help with the work around the

homestead and all they fed me was fish. The white people caught
their own salmon in the small creeks around their homesteads om

the Quileute prairie. The white peopla did not fish im the Quil-
eute River until a few years ago. . . ' '

After I was wmarried I used to huntfor seals. The Imndians
would catch seals by spedring theam from their camoes which was
the same way they hunted whales in the ocean.

The Quileutes were not related to the Quinaieitu nlthbugh '
they were old friends.

The old Ind_ian houses were made of long boards split from
cedar logs and bound together with cedar boughs. '

EGS:1g
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Continuation of testimony of Benjamin Harrisom Sailto givem at
La Push on October 30, 1941, emnlarging upon the foregoimg:

Bog chiel

Says tbat there was a permanent village located opposite
the creek entering the Bogachiel River about one mile from
Bah-quat (junctiom of the Bogachiel and Sol Duc--see map).

when he was a little boy he remembers that there were
about two big smoke houses in this village and that about 30
people or possibly a few more lived at this place. This num-
ber {ncluded the man, woman, and childrem. He estimated that
therz were about six adult mem, all of whom had families.

The Indians have not lived at this place since the land
was taken over by the white people. The name of this village

was T'choe-klay-bique. This meant the end of the trail from
the beach,

He understands that there was another permanent village

2
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situated a small distance above the entrance of Mayfield's Creek
in the Bogachiel River. The village was located on the Bogachiel
and the Indians called it Pay-chay-tee-u, which meant "red rock
bottom.” The bottom of the river at this place was reddish col-
ored, and that is how it got this name, He never saw this village
but his mother and father told him about it, He understands that
a lot of people used to live there but they were killed off by the
smallpox epedemic. (Note: No one attending this meeting had ever
seen the village at this place.)

There was another permanent village which was located about a
mile above the preceding village. It had two Indian names, one
was T'seh-qah-lee and the other was T'gost'so-wah-kly. Both of
these meant the same thing and that is “branches dragging om water,"
This name resulted from the fact that there were a pumber of willow
trees located at this point and their branches dragged down the
water. There were about three smoke houses at this place and in
all approximately 35 people, that is, there were seven adult men
and their families. The Indians moved from this place a long,
long time ago when the land was homesteaded by the white people.
This bappened when he was about your age.

There was another village known as T'ge-dee (for details
regarding this village see the previous statement of Stanley Gray
taken October 15). ' A

- There vnaia permanent village on the south bank of the
Bogachiel at about a mile below vhere the Calawah and Bogachiel
meet., It was on the south bank of the Bogachiel and just above
where a creek enters the Bogachiel (see map). This village
hasn't been used for about 40 years. The Indians left it for
‘the same reason they left the other places, that is, on account
.of the white people homesteading the land. The name of this
village was T'choe-loe-yaas-lee. It meant "long" or "high"
timber. o o

There was also a permanent village on the Bogachiel River
about one half mile above its junction with the Calawah., The .
Indians called this place Hoke-T'soe, which weans "burant grouad,”
This is probably a new name. However, the old Indian name was
K'sh-bah, This village contained three big houses and I should
guess about 40 people lived there, This was about 10 families.
They moved because there was not encugh fish for them. I den't
know this to be a fact because it happened before my time but
- my mother ' -

The Indians from this village scattered to different places and
- pever came back. ' :

3



There was also another permanent village on the main Boga-
chiel River just below the mouth of a creek which enters the

river on the north side (see map). The Indian name for this
Place vas T'sah-lee-lait which weant over the hill. At this

point William Penn said that the Indians left this place because

Charley Grader homesteaded the land on which the village was

dians did not want to move and that the matter was taken to
court and that the Indians were held to be entitled to live at

this place under the treaty. He said the Indiams no longer use

it because they can't fish up there in the old Indisn fishing
places and that if they do fish up there, they are sub ject to

_Prosecution by the state game authorities., There was one other

permanent village on the Bogachiel., It was known as T'qhoe-lay-
k'ay-lee located just above the present town of Bogachiel, The
Indian name meant "leading to the prairie." Does not recall

the number of houses or people that lived at this place.

Calavah River

There was a permanent Indisn village on the Calawah River
‘located just above where the present main highway, U.S, No. 101,
- crosses the river. Tais village was known as T'se-qhoke and it

meant "upper end of the prairie." (Note: This apparently is
the same prairie referred to in the last named village on the

' Bogachiel River. It is almost due north from that place. Does
not know how manyhouses or people were located. (NOTE: THE
ABOVE STATEMENTS WERE ALL CONFIRMED BY STANELY GRAY, DANIEL
WHITE, AND MARK WILLIAMS, THE LATTER IS A QUILEUTE INDIAN, 66
xmsom,waomsmumrvsn.) '
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Transcript of 1eat1hony Given by Stanley Gray at La Push,
 Quileute Indian Reservation on October 15, 1941, and in-

-terpreted by Jack Ward, Chairman, Quileute Indiam Tribal
Coumeil,

Says that he is a Quileute Indian and that he is approxi-
' @ately 65 years old, |

| Was born om ﬁhe prairie between Cklawah and the Bogachiel
where his family was gathering roots. |

There was a temforary camp at thisAp}ace ﬁsed by the In-
dians each year when they went to get their roots.

The permanent home of his people was located about six
miles below the mouth of the Calawah River. (Hote: Ihis ia
on the Bogachiel River.) |

The name of this place was called T'se-dee. About four
families lived at this place. In all there ﬁefe ab&ut 30 peopie and
they all lived in two great big houses.

They had a fish trap there from which they.obttingd their
principal supply of food. Sometimes thé fishing was good amd if
it wain't good at this place they would go downstream further
vhere they would catch fish using two canoes with a net strumg
between them,

He heard the differemt things that Sextas Ward and Benjamin
Harrison Sailto ﬁold me and the.things that they did say are the
vay he remembers it to the best of hisknowledge and bellef. He:
enlarged upon fheir statement by saying there were two differemt

classes of Indians, one class or group which lived along the

ocean and the other along the streams avay from the ocean.
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He said that salmon was the principal item in their food
supply but that when they wanted a change they would get fresh meat
by hunting deer and elk. . ' , |

He first remembers seqlﬁg a vhite man when he was jﬁst a bby
and before he had started to go to school.  |

He lived with his family on what is known as the Quileute
prairie and said that the Indians when he‘was’a boy often traded
fish they caught for potatoes, mplasaes, anﬁ whatever else the
ﬁhitg settlers would offer them, 'He does nuf’recall that the
wh;tea~d£d much fishing themselves because they'were:tbo buﬁy
clearing the land.

Says that the Indians had places where different families
 fished and that all recognized these places as bolcngihg to these
fa@iliea and therefore would not interfere vith.ﬁhem using such
places, (Note: This individual on October 30 at a subsequent
meeting confirmed the details given me by Benjamin Harrisom Sailto

with regard to the locations, etc. of the varioﬁs villages,)
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Transcript of Testimony Given by Daniel White at La Push,
Quielute Indian Reservation on October 15, 1941, and in-
terpreted by Jack Ward, Chairman, Quielute Indian Tribal
Council: '

Is a Quielute Indian, approximately 70 years old.

He was born at La Push, which was the permanent home of
~ his fathir and mother.

His fatyer was a full blooded Quielute but married to
a Quinaielt Indian. |

Says that La Push was the largest village of the Quietlutes.
To the best of his recollection there were ébout 400 members of
the tribe when he was a boy and this included thoée that lived along
Athe rivers. The word Quielute medﬁ- the same as La Push, which ‘
is Chinpok jaigoﬁ meaning "mouth". ‘

Says he has visited nearly all of the tndian villages
which wvere in existemce at the time hw as a young man.

He also confirms the statements given bj Sextas Ward
and Benjamin sailto,

He said :hat_the Indians moved onto the reservtion lonmg,
“iong, before there was a camnery. (Note: Om October 30 at
| a subsequent meeting, this individual confirmed the detailed
statements given me by Sailto as to the locatiom, etc,, of

the various villages.)
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Transcript_of testimony given by Sextas Ward at the La Push
- Quileute Reservation, Washing:on, on October 15, 1941

Says that he is about 90 years old and is familiar with the
‘'usual fishing places of the Quileutes although his memory is
kind of dim,

Says that there were small Indian villages located at the
mouths of the Quileute and Dickey Rivers, and also one at
Dickey Lake,

On the SOL-DUCK River there were several villages. This
river is fed by Pleasant Lake.

- The Indians lived at these various villages all the year
round except when they came to the main Quileute Village at
La Push for a change. I used to come with my parents when I
was a child but after I grew up I would leave home to come down
‘to the bedch at La Push to hunt seals and whales. My permanent
home was located in the village of SHU-A-WAH on the headwater
" of the Sol Duck. This is what is now known as Beaver Prairie,
My father moved to the Dickey River where my mother's people
lived. There were about 25 to 30 Indians living at the place
where I was born. These were composed of the families of five
brothers,

The principal village of the Quileutes, as I said before,
was the La Push,

The Indians that lived at SHU~-A-WAH obtained the principal‘

part of their food supply at a fish trap located near the vil-
lage. They did mot find it necessary to go elsewhere for fish
because they caught plemnty of fish in this trap. They did,
however, come down to the beach along the ocean to catch smelt
' and dry them so that they could take them back to their village

to be used as a change of food. The smelt were caught in fromt
of the Indian Village of La Push, :

They also caught seals out in the ocean, using the village
of La Pugh as their beadquartara.

The fish traps or weirs used by the Quileutes were made of
fine maple boughs laced by spruce limbs. They entirel" closed
‘the stream in which they were built,

In these weirs the Indians had openings in vhich they used
to place nets and at these opernings they built platforms in
the water and when the net was full, they raced to the platform
and took out the fish. :
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When the Indisns had enough fish for their immediate needs
and to dry for future use, they would remove the weir from the
river so the fish that they did not need could go up and spawn
and thus provide them with a supply of fish in future years.

~ Each family dried emough fish each year to keep them until
the fish returned the following year. It is pretty hard for
me--an old man like I am=--to estimate how much fish each family
“\‘Sht- ’ )

The Indians also caught fish with spears and with a net

that they drifted betweenm the canoes in the old Indian fashion.

The net vas made of twines manufactured out of maple vines,

He had a smokehouse at SHU-A-WAH until about eight years
ago although he had lived at La Push before that time. He left
his old home because the game wardem told the Indians to stop
fishing about seven or eight years ago.

At that time they had been using gill nets and spears,

~ although most of the fish are caught with the gill nets.

These gill nets were permanently attached to the bank and they
stretched about 1/3 of the way across the stream.

The way the Indians fished on the Dickey River was the same
as they fished on the Sel Duck. . :

, Vhen I was a boy there were no white people here. The
Indians who lived alomg the ocean did not have as much fish as
those who lived in the villages upstream and, therefore, they

would exchange dried whale, clam, and seal meat for dried fish. .

After the white men came, the Indians traded fresh fish
with them for potatoes. Later on they also traded fish for
sugar and coffee, but when the white people first came, they
did not have any of these other things to trade with us.
Sometimes we traded fish for a little molasses.,

The Indians- hunted birds with bows and arrows,

, ‘Says that his father and his father's father lived inm the
sams way as he just fimished explaining and that the Indians
have lived that way evem before then because he was told so.

The Indlans stopped using weirs about 35 years ago (NOTE:
This was azcording to Jack Ward, a son.) He also explained that
one of the ressons for this was that when gill nets were intro-
duced to the Indians, it was easier to use them tham to go
through the hard work of comstructing a weir. '

2
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Continuation of Teétimony of Sextas Ward, given at La Push
on October 30 1941, enlarging upon that given above.

DICKEY RIVER'

States that there was a Quileute village at the mouth of the
Dickey River and that the Indian name for this place was DOE-HOE-
DACH-TEDAR. That when he was a small boy, approximately 75 In-
dians lived at this place.

. They caught fish in the Dickey River with four fish traps
which stretched all the way across the river and this was the
only village on the Dickey River. (HOTE: The latest Metskar
map shows that the east and west forks of the Dickey River Join
and form the confluence on down to where they emter the Quileute
River, about a mile from the ocean, it is called the DICK-0-
DOCH TEDAR.) .

The Indians that used to live at this village, as well as
the others, used to go up to Dickey Lake for the purpose of
hunting elk vhich they smoked at that place and carried back to
thair villages. ‘

SOL DUCK RIVER

- A, Says that thére was a smnll village where the Sol Duck
and the Bogachiel rivers joim to form the Quileute.

The village was located on'the_north side of the Quileute
River just below the confluence and the Indian name for it was
HAH-QWAT, which means "junction."”

There was another section of the village situated south of -
the Sol Duck on the north bank o the Bogachiel. About 25 people
lived in each of these two sections and fish was caught at both
places where they trapped, ome for each place. These were both
permanent villages but have not been used by the Indians since
‘the white people homesteaded the land and would not let them live
there any longer. The white people settled the land many years
ago and although I canmot say just whem it was, it was before my
son Jack Ward was born (Note- Jack Ward is 54 years old.)

At the village between the Sol Duck and the Bogachiel the
Indians had one somokehouse whereas they had two at the place
on the north bank of the Quileute.

The Iadians who lived in these two places used to come down
. to the village of Li Push on the beach for the purpose of going
whale hunting and catching smelts. Some of them stayed with
friends while thus occupied, whereas others had summer homes.
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B, There was anmother villa‘ge' on the Sol Duck about two
miles above "A" and it was known as QUAL-LAH-DIS.

There was a. permanment community and it had three houses
having a total of about 30 or 35 people. The Indians stopped
living at this place for the same reason as they did at the ome
first talked about. Usually the Indians at all of these places
were related to each other.

This was a suitable fishing place,

. C. There was another village that was 2 or 2-1/2 miles
above "B.” It was known as UCK-QWI-00T which meant 'over the
hump."” There was only one house here and this place was only
used by one family, even though it was a good place to fish.

It had been used by the Indians always and long before the white
man ever came to the country. '

D. There was another permanent village of about 20 people
or more located about 12 miles above "C" or just a little below
the junction of the crrek that comes from Lake Pleasant and the
Sol Duck River. (NOTE: See previous statement taken on October
15 concerning this village.) : ‘

Josie Kuklinski says she is about 38 years old and that
at this point volunteered the information that she could remember
her. father going up there to £ ish and to dry the surplus. She
also added that the Indians used to hunt elk up here at the same
time., The Indians left this place on account of the country
being homesteaded by the white people.

E. HNancy Williams volunteered the informatiom that in addi-
tion to the places already talked about, there was another perma-
nent village of about 15. people on the Sol Duck, about where the
creek now known as Bockmin enters the Sol Duck River, some 3 or
3-1/2 miles above "D." She said the Indians have not lived there
for many years for the same reason, that the homesteads took the
land up. She remembers that the Indians had one smokehouse at
- this place and that they used to have living quarters also.

GENERAL STATEMENT

Since these were the places that Sextas Ward vas best ac-
quainted with, he concluded his statement by adding that the
houses at all of these places that he had been talking about
were made cf cedar planks lashed with twisted cédar boughs--
that the roofs of these houses were made of the same material

4



except that the planks were beveled and set imto each other to

make a waterproof roof. Prior to the time the white men came,

the planks vere made by splitting the cedar logs with sharpened
' spruce kmots which were hit with stome hammers

He also said that the Indians way of catching fish at all
of these places was substantially the same that is, there was
 ordinarily at least one weir or trap at each of these places
and that in addition the Indisns would spsar f£ish whea suc
was possible on accoumt of the water conditioms. -

: Says that the Quileutes at one time temporarily occupied
one end of Ozette Lake where they caught and dried fish. - This
'was the lower or south eand of the lake. The other end was '

. occupied by Ozette Indians who were differemt people than the
Quileutes. The camp at this place was temporary for the pur-
pose of drying fish. The Indians would stay at the lake about

one month and the reason they went up there was that thay
could obtain special specie of salmon such as the blue back.
‘Says he mever went up there himself but was told that the
Quileutes used to do this.

At this point, Mary Ward, the wife of Sextas, advised im
response to a question that the Hoh Indians were a separate
' tribe of Indisns from the Quileute although they spoks the
sama language. She understands that they were always friemndly
and that they intermarried. They also recognized each others
fishing places, that is, the Quileutes would not imterfere with
those owned by the Hohs and the Hohs would mot imterfere with
those of the Quileute, ' : '

At this point Willy Wileser, who is older than Sextas Ward,
advised that when the Indisns went up to Ozette Lake to fish they
went up in the ocean in their big cances to a point where the
lake was closest to the ocean and that from there to the lake
they would carry their belongings and that they always had
cached at the lake canoes which they used in their fishing op-
erations. He said that the Ozette Indians were friemdly and
recognized the Quieleute's rights to use one end of the lake,

He further said that at the time the treaty was made it was
understood that the Quileutes were to have onme-half of the
lake, ‘
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